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SUBJECT: GAO REVIEW: "OBSTETRICAL PRACTICES AND STEPS TAKEN 
TO REDUCE INFANT MORTALITY AND MORBIDITY" 


1 . THE GAO HAS INFORMED THE DEPARTMENT THAT IT WISHES TO 
UNDERTAKE SUBJECT REVIEW TO OBTAIN INFORMATION ON INFANT 
MORTALITY AND MORBIDITY IN SELECTED FOREIGN COUNTRIES AND 
HOW SOME OF THESE COUNTRIES HAVE PROGRESSED IN IMPROVING 
PREGNANCY OUTCOME. THE GAO IS PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN 
DETERMING WHETHER SUBSTANTIVE DIFFERENCES EXIST BETWEEN 
OBSTETRICAL PRACTICES IN THE U.S. AND THOSE IN FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES AND IF SO, WHY. SPECIFICALLY. IT WANTS TO 
DETERMINE: 
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- THE EXTENT TO WHICH CERTAIN OBSTETRICAL PRACTICES ARE 
USED IN SELECTED COUNTRIES. 

- WHY CERTAIN PRACTICES MAY NOT BE USED OR MAY BE RESTRICT- 
ED IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES, 
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- WHETHER SCIENTIFIC BASIS EXISTS TO SUPPORT THE USE OF 
THESE PRACTICES OR NON-USE OF OTHER PRACTICES WHICH ARE 
USED IN THE U.S., 

- WHETHER OBSTETRICAL PRACTICE STANDARDS EXIST IN THE 
SPECIFIED COUNTRIES AND WHAT MEDICAL STUDENTS AND/OR 
MID WIVES ARE TAUGHT ABOUT OBSTETRICAL PRACTICES, AND 

- IF SELECTED FOREIGN COUNTRIES EXPERIENCE THE SAME TYPES 
OF PROBLEMS AS AREAS IN THE U.S. WITH RESPECT TO POCKETS 
OF HIGH INFANT MORTALITY AND LACK OF ACCESS TO HEALTH 
CARE, SUCH AS PRENATAL CARE. 

2. THE GAO WOULD LIKE TO INITIATE ITS FIELD WORK BETWEEN 
JULY 15 AND AUGUST 15, DATES OF VISITS WOULD BE SUBJECT 

TO THE CONCURRENCE OF ADDRESSEE POSTS, STARTING WITH THE 
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION IN GENEVA FOLLOWED BY TRAVEL 
TO SWEDEN, ENGLAND AND THE NETHERLANDS. THE GAO ESTIMATES 
IT WILL REQUIRE 2 TO 3 WEEKS WORK IN EACH OF THE LATTER 
THREE COUNTRIES. THE ADDRESSEE POSTS’ ASSISTANCE WILL BE 
APPRECIATED IN SETTING UP APPOINTMENTS WITH APPROPRIATE 
OFFICIALS OF THE WHO IN GENEVA AND THE RESPECTIVE 
NATIONAL GOVERNMENT HEALTH ORGANIZATIONS, MEDICAL SCHOOLS, 
HOSPITALS, AND NATIONAL PROFESSIONAL OBSTETRICAL 
ORGANIZATIONS. THE GAO IS AWARE THAT CONTACTS WITH 
FOREIGN OFFICIALS ARE AT THE DISCRETION OF THE AMBASSADOR, 
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TO BE ARRANGED FOR BY THE EMBASSY AND EMBOFF TO ACCOMPANY, 
IF FEASIBLE. 

3. THIS PROJECT WILL BE UNDER THE DIRECTION OF 

MR. BERNARD UNGAR, GAO/WASHINGTON, ASSISTED BY 

MS. JOAN HAWKINS OF THE WASHINGTON REGIONAL OFFICE. 

MR. JERRY DORRIS, GAO/FRANKFURT WILL SUPERVISE THE 
FRANKFURT SUPPORT STAFF. THE GAO EUROPEAN OFFICE IN 
FRANKFURT WILL PROVIDE FURTHER DETAILS REGARDING NAMES OF 
THE OTHER TEAM MEMBERS, ACTUAL VISIT DATES, TRAVEL PLANS, 

AND HOTEL REQUIREMENTS AS SOON AS THIS INFORMATION IS 
KNOWN. GAO IS AWARE THAT LONDON WILL BE INSPECTED DURING 
PERIOD 6/22 - 7/28 AND WILL PLAN ITS ITINERARY TO ARRIVE 
AFTER JULY 28TH. 

4. IT IS THE DEPARTMENT'S POLICY TO BE OF ASSISTANCE TO 
THE GAO AND TO BE AS HELPFUL AS POSSIBLE WITHIN THE 
GUIDELINES OF 4 FAM 930-934. ANY QUESTIONS OR PROBLEMS 
THAT SHOULD ARISE DURING THE COURSE OF THE VISIT SHOULD BE 
REFERRED TO THE DEPARTMENT. 

5. THE GAO RECOGNIZES THAT PROPOSED VISITS COINCIDE WITH 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

SUMMER VACATION PERIOD AND THAT IT MIGHT BE DIFFICULT TO 
OBTAIN APPOINTMENTS WITH PRINCIPALS IN CHARGE OF THE 
GOVERNMENT MEDICAL FACILITIES AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 
MENTIONED IN PARA 2. IN THOSE CASES, THEY WILL BE 
WILLING TO MEET WITH KNOWLEDGEABLE DEPUTIES OR SENIOR 
OFFICIALS. CHRISTOPHER 
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